
 

 
 

SUMNER TUNNEL MITIGATION 
 
The Massachusets Department of Transporta�on (MassDOT) has a comprehensive mi�ga�on plan to address 
travel impacts and provide cost effec�ve alterna�ve transporta�on op�ons for residents and visitors ahead of the 
scheduled closure of the Sumner Tunnel from Wednesday, July 5, through Thursday, August 31, 2023. The tunnel 
will be fully closed for approximately two months to facilitate work on the Sumner Tunnel Restora�on Project.   
 
Travelers are encouraged to Ditch the Drive and use alterna�ve means of travel. MassDOT has created a menu of 
safe, efficient commute op�ons while the tunnel is closed for repairs. Travelers can u�lize MassDOT 511 to help 
review traffic condi�ons and MBTA’s Trip Planner to plan their public transit trips. Addi�onal details on travel 
op�ons are below:  
 
TRAVEL TO/FROM EAST BOSTON AND NORTH END 
MBTA Blue Line and Parking 

• The en�re Blue Line in both direc�ons will be fare-free to riders. Gates will be open at all Blue Line sta�ons 
from Wonderland to Bowdoin. 

• An addi�onal train will be added to the Blue Line in the midday period to help support more riders riding 
the line.  

• All MBTA parking lots and garages on the Blue Line will be reduced to $2/day. Addi�onal free parking is 
available near Wood Island Sta�on. 

• For paratransit customers, trips within ¾ of a mile of the Blue Line will also be fare-free to riders.  
• Visit mbta.com/Sumner for addi�onal informa�on. 

 
Discounted Tolls 

• Discounted tolls will be provided for the Tobin Bridge and Ted Williams Tunnel for those registered in the 
Resident Discount Program. 

• Real Time Traffic monitoring will be available at 13 local intersec�ons. 
 
MBTA East Boston Ferry 

• The East Boston ferry will be free during the tunnel’s closure.  
• The East Boston ferry service operates between East Boston at Lewis Mall and the downtown Boston area 

at Long Wharf. East Boston ferry service schedules are available online with all ferry service schedules 
available at mbta.com/ferry.  

 
Seaport Ferry 

• Travelers can also use the exis�ng Seaport ferry, which offers service between North Sta�on and the 
Seaport and East Boston and the Seaport.  

 
TRAVEL TO/FROM THE NORTH SHORE 
Commuter Rail and Parking 

• Zone 1A ($2.40) fares along the en�re Newburyport/Rockport Commuter Rail line directly into North 
Sta�on. Parking at Salem and Swampscot is reduced to just $2 per day. Free parking will  
be available at all MBTA lots north of Salem, including Beverly, Gloucester, Hamilton/Wenham, 
Newburyport, North Beverly, Monserrat, Rowley, and West Gloucester. 

• Blue Line benefits also apply. Travelers are encouraged to consider the Wonderland Sta�on parking lot if 
coming from the North Shore. 

https://mass511.com/@-73.24909,42.55686,7?show=roadReports,constructionReports,trafficSpeeds,weatherWarningsAreaEvents,weatherRadar,otherStateInfo
https://www.mbta.com/trip-planner
https://www.mbta.com/diversions/alternative-travel-options-during-sumner-tunnel-closurehttps:/www.mbta.com/diversions/alternative-travel-options-during-sumner-tunnel-closure
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cdn.mbta.com/sites/default/files/media/route_pdfs/2022-03-21-EB-Ferry-Schedule-Effective-March-27-Updated-With-Logo-V3.pdf__;!!CPANwP4y!X4XTIp5gNNDwuolsGKGCKNciXeQ3OBA0MXX9Cv6IAO4AasDP6i9pl5MM8iFoiVUqILpB18Akvbgr9d61SN8BW0KmT1u0mt0$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.mbta.com/schedules/ferry__;!!CPANwP4y!X4XTIp5gNNDwuolsGKGCKNciXeQ3OBA0MXX9Cv6IAO4AasDP6i9pl5MM8iFoiVUqILpB18Akvbgr9d61SN8BW0Km1LqP4VQ$
https://seaportferry.com/schedule/


 

 
 
 
 
Lynn Ferry 

• Beginning Monday June 26, 2023, a new Lynn Ferry will operate five days/week on weekdays only, with 10 
trips per day. Schedules are being finalized and will be released as soon as they are available.  

• During the Sumner Tunnel shutdown, riders may use a Zone 1A fare ($2.40). The Lynn Ferry will operate 
between the Blossom St. dock in Lynn to Long Wharf, Gate 4, in Boston (near Aquarium). 

• Free parking at the City of Lynn-owned lot will be available near the Blossom St. dock. Bicycles are allowed 
on the ferry. 

 
Winthrop Ferry 

• MBTA will operate Winthrop Ferry service beginning this summer. During the Sumner Tunnel shutdown, 
riders may use a Zone 1A fare ($2.40). 

• The route will provide service to Winthrop, Quincy, Logan Airport, Aquarium and Seaport five days a week.  
Schedules are being finalized and will be released as soon as they are available. 

 
Salem Ferry 

• Travelers can also u�lize the exis�ng Salem ferry. Schedules available here: 
htps://www.bostonharborcruises.com/salem-ferry/  

 
TRAVEL TO/FROM LOGAN AIRPORT 
Logan Express  

• There will be a 25% discount when you buy �ckets online, and children under 17 ride free. 
• Adding addi�onal parking capacity at Braintree Logan Express. 
• Providing passengers who take water transportation to the airport a “Ticket to Skip” to the front of the 

line for checkpoint screening. 
• Added stop at Logan Airport by the Winthrop Ferry. 

 
Silver Line 

• An extra bus will be added to the SL1 schedule between 8 AM – 2 PM to add more service frequency due 
to increased trip �me on the Ted Williams Tunnel. 

• The SL1 stops at Logan Airport and is always free for commuters traveling from the airport to Boston.  
 
MassDOT also has a working partnership with public safety agencies and Boston EMS to support public safety 
during the Sumner Tunnel closure. There will be 2 dedicated ambulances for East Boston, 2 rota�ng ambulances to 
support the day shi�, 2 rota�ng ambulances to support the evening shi�, and 1 rota�ng ambulance to support the 
overnight shi�. 
 
For addi�onal details on the Sumner Tunnel and the project, please visit mass.gov/sumner-tunnel and sign up for 
email updates at MassDOT.  

https://www.bostonharborcruises.com/salem-ferry/
https://www.mbta.com/schedules/741/line
https://www.mass.gov/sumner-tunnel
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MADOT/subscriber/new?topic_id=MADOT_187

