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Report of Trustees of the Free Public Library.

“ Knowledge is power,” and a free public library is a

storage-battery of this power, from which, whosoever will;

may draw for his own benefit.

It is true that at first sight the chief use made of a
public library appears to be merely the entertainment of an
idle hour with light and pleasing fiction, rather than an ear-
nest seeking after knowledge and self-improvement. Better
that it be so. however. than that the idle hour should be
filled with low and degrading thoughts.

Reading as an idle indulgence can be safely condemned,
only when temptation to worse forms of indulgence is entire-
ly banished. This should be considered by those who are
inelined to question whether reading for amusement may not
become, in the language of F. W. Robertson, “an excuse
for the mind to lie dormant, whilst thought is poured in,
and runs through, a clear stream, over unproduoctive gravel,
on which not even mosses grow ?”

If the many read for innocent pleasure only, we must
not forget that a few do rvead for improvement. And the
immense influence in forwarding civilization, which the libra-
ry exerts through these few, is shown by the following quo-
tation. Thomas Greenwood, of London, England, writing
in # Seience,” (Vol. XXII, No. 561, Nov. 8, 1898,) says:
“ It is only those who come closely in contact with the more
intelligent of the working classes, who know the nobility of
character and the earnest reaching out toward higher thingzs

to be found among them, who can be familiar with the u-
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stnniy CHRmOn semse of the mt-elhgent and thrifty working
classes * ™

Those who have been led by recent events to read the
life of Colambus. must have remarked how much his faith in
a land beyond the western ocean was confirmed, if not
created, by the books he consulted. :

And Ben Franklin still relates in his own words to our
school-children how much he owed to the influence of a
single book.

Indeed, what trulv great man and public benefactor
could give an adequate account of himself without acknowl-
edging his debt to books ? '

Where would be the high level of the general intelli-
gence and morality in our land, which exists to-day, but for
books ?

‘What a prophecy of ma,rvellnus progress in the future
is to be seen in the multiplication of free libraries! o

What a grand uplift of intelligence and prosperity wxli
be seen when her sister states of the Union tmmt-e the-
esxample of ﬂm:me&ts in t&m reapeet!
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During the past year we are glad to note a gradual in-
crease in the number bonnks cenn from our library,
beginning with 116 in March. amd reaching as high as 167 in

December. &
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and will soon be purchesed.

Eneyelopzdias may hereafter be taken home like other
books.

To Prof. F. W. Morse. of New Hampshire State Agii-
cultural College, our acknowledgzments are here made for a
subscription to * Science.” presented by him.

The library shared with the whole community in the
great and sudden loss by death of Miss Sarah I. Hastings.
In the responsible post of librarian she exhibited administra-
tive talents of a high order. She will be remembered long
as a noble example of lady-like relf-reliance, energy, ability,
fidelity and extraordinary usefulness.

Miss Mamie M. Babcock, who had occasionally assisted
Miss Hastings in the library, was selected as her successor
Miss Babeock entered upon her duties November 18, 1893,
She has now been in charge of the library for fifteen weeks,
proving herself well fitted for the position. Her report is

herewith subjoined, together with the trustees’ financial
statement.
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

Number of books last reported, 793
. e Db eeatm ont, 3
- ‘
g M e remsaining, 790
=l s ikdded. 18
w o &= nuw on shelves, 803
b Largest monthiv cireulation (December), 167
i Smallest = (August). 109
Average, = - = 137
Total nomber of books taken out, 1,644
1}5_ Fines have been reduced from five cents to two cents a week.
3 ! Amount ecllected from fines, " 84,56
'3 Thelibrary has been open every Saturday evening dur-
ing the vear.
p MAMIE M. BABCOCK, Librarian.
E
5
‘ FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
: RECEIVED.
Balance on hand, Feb. 18, 1898, 47 76
Received from Union Library, 5 55
} L *  PFines, 4 55
| Total, $57 86
EXPENDED.,
» ; ' Paid Mr. Isaac Holbrook, on previous
- year’s account, F10 00
; Estes & Lauviat, for books, 10 83
For other books, 4 10
! For express, 15
¥
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For postage. 10
Salary of Miss S. I. Hastings. 11 40
% Miss M. M. Babeocek, 4 88 :
Total, ; 541 46 - 9 o
Balance on hand Feb. 20, 1894, 16 40 ‘ i
5T 86
Respectinlly submitted, e
G. B, PRATT, -
WILLIAM BASSETT, S
F. H. CROSSMAN, :
Trustees.

Berlin, Feb. 20, 1894,
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