LINK, Inc.

Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2007


Attendees: Sondra Pendergast, Beth Brewer, Janet Cathcart, Richard Borowiec, Nubia Aurandt  
Meeting commenced at 7:10pm

Approval of January 2007 Minutes

· Approved over email

Addition to Agenda 

· Mollee Nosek presented a letter, surveys and information on the Sound Field Amplification System.  She is looking for parent support at a future school committee meeting.

Administrative Report – Mr. Borowiec

· Capital items in 2007-2008 budget

· Playground – no equipment will be removed, drainage will be improved to get water away from building

· Sound Field Amplification System – most teachers are for it, but parents need to speak at town meeting

· Locks for interior school doors - they are currently on the outside of the doors, so teachers cannot lock the doors from inside the classroom

· Bleachers -  they need to be replaced

· Air conditioning for the computer data room - needed to keep it cool

· Two teachers have gone through the literacy coaching

· The budget for 2007-2008 currently reflects an approximate 9% increase

· Family Literacy Night will be March 8, 6:15pm registration, 6:30-8:00 event

· Dance will be March 10, 6:00-9:00.  This is a fundraiser for the 5th grade’s trip to Nature’s Classroom in the fall.

Financial report

Balance in bank account 

 $7,462.58
Less: Outstanding checks

          0.00
Less:  Encumbered Debt

  (3,229.62)
Total Available Funds


 $4,232.96

Remove item of encumbered debt            250.00

Less:  New item of encumbered debt      (100.00)
Adjusted Available Funds

  $4,382.96

· $250 for math workshop does not need to be paid

· $100 – approval in January for second grade field trip bus

· Request for funds

· Family Literacy Night staff organizers requested $300-$400 for supplies and gifts.  Unanimous approval for up to $200 plus $45 Hannaford gift card in our possession, plus additional gift cards from local stores.  Nubia Aurandt to collect these.   Nubia will also try to get donations of other items needed for the evening (Otis Spunkmeyer has offered to donate cookies).

· Kim Young, first grade paraprofessional, requested $67.90 for social skills books.  We will apply her start up funds to this expense.

· Betsy Trudeau, Occupation Therapist, requested $63.85 for books.  We will apply her start up funds to this request.

· Ariella Greenspan, second grade teacher, requested $246.99 for a whiteboard easel with clips.  Unanimous approval.  Buyer will make purchase.

· “Building Kids of Character” guest speaker, unanimous approval of up to $150.  See old business for more details.

· $40 for magazines for the library.  Unanimous approval.

Grants

· No updates.

Old Business

· Fundraising Update

· The Applebee’s fundraiser raised $125.72

· The recent BoxTops submission returned $236.50.

· Art to Remember fundraiser is underway.  Orders are due back to school February 14.

· Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie fundraiser will be in March.  Order forms go home March 20.  April 3 the orders are due back to school.  May 5 the cookie orders arrive.

· SCRIP – Nubia called, but no detailed info yet.  

· Funding Factory – Joy Sullivan submitted a report that stated $70.60 was sent to the school.  It is not in our account yet.

· Spring Book Fair – no coordinator yet

· Chair Foot Pads



Dan to get glue and coordinate installation


LINK to get parents to help install and reinstall

· Boosting LINK Meeting Attendance


Mr. Borowiec will invite staff on a rotating basis to attend LINK meetings

· “Building Kids of Character” guest speaker.  We will try to schedule for the beginning of April.  7:30 – 9:00, with RSVPs to LINK email address

· Night at the Worcester Sharks – no volunteer at this point to organize a school event

New Business

· Nubia Aurandt asked Mr. Borowiec about having someone, perhaps the school psychologist, go into each classroom to talk to children on a regular basis about friendship and proper behavior with piers.  Mr. Borowiec said a School Counselor would do that and we do not have one.  Nubia said Circle Time is one way social skills could be taught. Nubia is going to talk with Liz Bagshaw and continue pursuing this issue to make the environment at the school more pleasant for the kids.

· Worcester Tornadoes – Mr. Borowiec will try to organize another school event like last year to watch the Worcester Tornadoes baseball team play.

· Teacher Appreciation – Sondra to survey teachers to see if they like the calendars LINK has been providing as staff appreciation gifts.

Meeting concluded at 9:00pm
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